


What is the 
Communication Toolbox?

What is it 
all about?Why do we 

need it?

Who 
needs it?



EYFS - A Unique Child
• Initiating activities  
• Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time
• Showing a belief that more effort or a different approach will 

pay off
• Making links and noticing patterns in their experience
• Plays co-operatively with an adult e.g. rolling a ball back and 

forth
• Copies familiar expressions e.g. ‘Oh dear’, ‘All gone’
• Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or 

game e.g. ‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a ....’
• Knows things are used in different ways e.g. a ball for rolling 

or throwing, a toy car for pushing
• Expresses self through physical action and sound



Positive Relationships
• Play games which involve listening for a signal such as ‘ready, 

steady...go!’
• Join in play sensitively, fitting in with children’s ideas
• Give children time to talk and think
• Engage in playful interactions that encourage young children to 

respond to or mimic adults
• Encourage playfulness, turn-taking and responses, including peek-a-

boo and rhymes
• Use a lively voice with ups and downs to help children tune-in
• Use repeated words and phrases so children can begin to recognise 

particular sounds
• Encourage young children to explore and imitate sound
• Give children ‘thinking time’. Wait for them to think about what they 

want to say and put their thoughts into words without jumping in too 
soon to say something yourself

• Introduce new words in the context of play and activities



Enabling Environments

• Make sure resources are relevant to children’s 
interests

• Plan to have 1:1 time to interact with young children 
when they are in an alert and responsive state and 
willing to engage

• Devote uninterrupted time to children when you can 
play with them when they are ready to engage. 

• Be attentive and fully focused



Suggested resources for practising strategies

Bubbles    Sand and Water toys
Vehicles    Train set
Inset puzzles   Craft activities
Sorting toys   Playdoh
Posting toys   Balls   
Mark making   Dolls  
Musical instruments  Tea set
Animals/ small world  Construction
Lycra    Sensory toys

Cause and effect toys, eg pop up toys, push and go, press and pop, Click 
clack track, pull back and release toys, switch toys, iPad, 



Ready, steady, go
ADD new version of  CARD 





Why is this strategy useful?

What skills does it promote?

What other activities could you use 
to practice this?





Ready Steady Go



Considerations



More/again 



Making Choices 



Mirroring 
)  



Running Commentary 



Ways of using the Communication 
Toolbox



Ideas for Practising the Toolbox at 
Home







Stick With It



Questions and Follow Up

•seyst@york.gov.uk 

•Survey monkey link

mailto:seyst@york.gov.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/MX8NHB3
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